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Rhode Island Farm Service Agency announces
County Committee election results

Rhode Island U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) announced that County Committee
elections are over and the ballots have been counted.

Joseph Polseno was elected to represent local administrative
area (LAA) 1, Providence County Rhode Island.

Howard F Tucker Il will serve as the first alternate.

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA.
They help deliver programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local
producers. All recently elected county committee members will take office in January 2022
and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county
committee, which are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters elected by local
producers.

County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by applying
their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on commodity support
programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs
and eligibility.

County committee members serve local producers through their decision making and help
shape the culture of a local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration
of FSA farm programs in their counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture.
Members conduct hearings and reviews as requested by the state committee, ensure
underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly represented, make recommendations
to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and inform
farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and
inform underserved producers, such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA
opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Rhode
Island County FSA office at 401-828-3120 Option 2.


https://fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Streamlining how you find Information on
Farmers.gov

If you've been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little
different from the last time you were here. We’ve made some
changes, to improve how you find information so that you can
find what you need even more easily and efficiently.

FARM ERS GOV The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page —it's
]

different now. It opens up, to show descriptions and subtopics,

making it quicker and easier to figure out what's where and

reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has

grown a lot over the years and the old navigation wasn’t

designed for the load. Second, because you asked for it. We

analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the
site and tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers
through surveys and live testing sessions.

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped
and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of
our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages or information you've
used before may have different labels or be in new places.

Important changes:

e The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.

e The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help
you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your
operation.

e The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’'t changed much and still
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve
natural resources, and address conservation concerns.

e The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources
that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your
agricultural operation.

e The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources
that cater to your specific operation. Information that was on the Connect page has
been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get Involved page.

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with
important USDA announcements. We've recently created some new webpages, and updated
some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There are even
more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by
asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked
for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you're looking



for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers
tended to click during an exercise.

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told
us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.

Check out farmers.gov today!

Deadline extended to apply for pandemic support
for Certified Organic and Transitioning Operations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the deadline for
agricultural producers who are certified organic, or transitioning to organic, to
USDA apply for the Organic and Transitional Education and Certification Program
(OTECP). This program provides pandemic assistance to cover certification
w and education expenses. The deadline to apply for 2020 and 2021 eligible
expenses is now Feb. 4, 2022, rather than the original deadline of Jan. 7,
2022.

Signup for OTECP, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), began Nov. 8.

Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible expenses
paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. Signup for the 2022 fiscal year will be
announced at a later date.

For each year, OTECP covers 25 percent of a certified operation’s eligible certification
expenses, up to $250 per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State
Organic Program fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic
certification costs, state organic program fees and more.

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75
percent of a transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes
fees charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan.

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75 percent of the
registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related to
organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their knowledge of
production and marketing practices that can improve their operations, increase resilience and
expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both certified and transitional
operations may be eligible for 75 percent of the expense of soil testing required under the
National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100
per year.

Producers apply through their local FSA office and can also obtain one-on-one support with
applications by calling 877-508-8364. The program application and additional information can
be found at farmers.gov/otecp.

Additional Organic Support

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which
provides cost share assistance of 50 percent, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to



https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their
certification under the NOP. Although the application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021,
FSA will consider late-filed applications for those operations who still wish to apply.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently made improvements to Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection to make it more flexible and accessible to organic producers.

To learn more about USDA’s broader assistance for organic producers,
visit usda.gov/organic.

USDA-NRCS announces conservation funding
opportunities for Rhode Island farmers and
forestland owners

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced fiscal
year 2022 financial assistance opportunities for agricultural
producers and private landowners for federal conservation
programs. While NRCS accepts applications for these programs
year-round, producers and landowners should apply by the
state-specific ranking dates below to be considered for this
year’s funding.

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) March 4. 2022
Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) April 8, 2022
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) June 3, 2022
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) renewals 2023 March 31, 2022
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) April 8, 2022

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Conservation

Incentive Contracts (CIC) April 8, 2022

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Oyster Reef

Restoration March 18, 2022

Through conservation programs, NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to help
producers and landowners make conservation improvements on their land that benefit natural
resources, build resiliency, and contribute to the nation’s broader effort to combat the impacts
of climate change.

For more information on these programs and how to apply, visit the NRCS Rhode Island
website.
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